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100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should Go
By Susan Van Allen

The author says that her book 100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should

Go shines the "spotlight on goddesses, the Madonna, female saints,
beauties who've inspired masterpieces, women who've taken power. After
all, isn't the fact that women have been worshipped here for thousands of
years one of the reasons we love Italy so much?"

Her passion for the subject is obvious, but I believe that the limiting title of
the book does it a disservice.  "100 Places in Italy" is so much more than
just a woman's book.

"100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should Go" is an art history book.
The stories behind the famous and not-so-famous masterpieces throughout
Italy are explained -- their social significance, where they fit in history and in
the career of the artist are all covered.

"100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should Go" is a lifestyle guide to
Italy. Beyond the history and art, the important destinations get covered
too. Finding the best wine bar, gelato stand, chocolate, pasta, shopping,
cooking classes - in fact all the benefits of having a "local" tell you how to
find the best of everything over an espresso are in these pages.

"100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should Go" is an Italian history
book. In the course of telling women where to go it explains the sometimes
complex stories behind Greek and Roman mythology. It also examines the
religious history; the inner working of the Catholic church as it relates to the
art and culture of Italy. 
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